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System is Catching Up

2020-21

• Schools must provide meaningful 

instruction regardless of delivery method

• Accountability for attendance, student 

engagement, parent engagement, student 

outcomes



Return to School 2020-21
• Priority is for in-person instruction, but only 

with safety and health pillars in place

• Most districts have planned for hybrid or 

modified operations 

• Many will start the school year in Distance 

Learning



State Guidance: July 17, 2020

• State Guidance for schools does not apply 

to early learning and childcare

• In person learning is contingent on SMC 

being on/off the monitoring list (Off: 14-

days)

• Elementary Districts/schools may apply for 

a waiver

• Consider incremental approach to in-

person hybrid implementation



Meeting Student Needs On/Off 

Campus

• School facilities may remain open to staff for 

the purposes of performing tasks deemed 

essential or necessary by the School or 

School District, and providing limited and 

special services (including but not limited to 

school meals) to students 

• One-on-One or Small Group supports 

• Computer Labs with facilitated support



The Way Forward: Testing

• SMCOE is working directly with San Mateo 
County to coordinate a countywide approach

• County is creating a pool of vendors they will 
make available to SMCOE on behalf of all 
districts

• In this piggyback partnership, districts would 
not need to implement a local RFP 

• It will be possible to develop a testing 
protocol

• Explore funding sources through CARES, 
SB98, and SB117 



Health and Education Messaging

• Health Officer Statement: June 15

• Health Officer Statement: July 20

• Confirmed support for waiver process

• Ongoing communication structures between 

SMC Health and SMCOE are in place

• Will continue to work on messaging around 

data



District Supports: Social Emotional 

Learning and Mental Health



Legislative Advocacy

• CARES: Equitable services funding for non-

public schools under the CARES Act 

detrimentally impacts public schools 

• We urge Congress to swiftly reinforce its 

intent pertaining to Section 18005(a) of the 

CARES Act by passing legislation rescinding 

this equitable services rule, further clarifying 

the allocation requirements for equitable 

services for non-public schools consistent 

with Title I.



Legislative Advocacy
• Congresswoman Speier has signed onto a 

letter requesting $13 billion in additional 

funding for IDEA as a part of any coronavirus 

bill. We would appreciate it if you would 

circulate it as possible to Superintendents 

and to members of boards of education.
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