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Minutes from the

San Mateo County School Boards Association

Executive Board Meeting

Monday, September 19, 2011

Doubletree Hotel, Burlingame

1. Call to Order / Welcome (5:40 p.m.) – President Seth Rosenblatt opened the meeting and welcomed attendees.
a. In attendance:

President Seth Rosenblatt
Vice President Alisa MacAvoy


Secretary Eileen Manning-Villar
Treasurer Kevin Martinez

Immediate Past President Shelly Masur
Memo Morantes (San Mateo County Office of Education)

Lory Lawson (Area 1 Rep)

Jeanne Matysiak (Area 2 Rep)

Alan Sarver (Area 4 Rep)

Carrie Dubois (CSBA Regional Delegate)
Peter Hanley (CSBA Regional Delegate)

Greg Land (Area 3 Rep)

Laura Rich (CSBA Board Member)

Chris Thomsen (CSBA Regional Delegate)


Absent:




Evelyn Barajas-Luis (Area 5 Rep)




John Moseley (Area 1 Rep)




Karen Schwarz (Community College Representative)

b. Introductions – Those in attendance introduced themselves and described their roles in SMCSBA as well as their respective districts.
2. Treasurer’s Report – Treasurer Kevin Martinez presented the annual budget and the treasurer’s report (copy attached).  He reported that the board has allocated $600 per year ($100 per representative) to cover the expenses of area representatives.  He also indicated that that SMCSBA’s total balance of funds on deposit as of 8/31/11 was $32,496.53, which included $14,000 in the CD account.  Approval was moved, seconded and passed.
3. August 25, 2011 Board Retreat Minutes – Secretary Eileen Manning-Villar was delayed due to printer issues.  Minutes from the August 25, 2011 retreat will be presented for approval at the next board meeting.
4. 501(c)(3) Update – Eileen Manning-Villar reported that there could be potential issues with obtaining a 501(c)(3) status if the organization sees its primary mission to lie in advocacy rather than education.  The board agreed that, while SMCSBA may engage in some advocacy, its primary efforts are focused on educating school board members on current issues affecting their respective districts.  The process of obtaining the articles of incorporation and filing the application with the IRS will move forward accordingly.
5. Sponsorships – Vice President Alisa MacAvoy presented a sample sponsorship agreement with several sponsorship options that the sponsorship committee put together at its recent meeting.  She reported that having a 501(c)(3) would be very important to obtain, as sponsors are typically seeking a tax deduction in addition to marketing opportunities.  The board generally wants SMCSBA’s efforts to obtain sponsorships to be “low key” and to ensure the sponsors’ marketing stays within in the confines of SMCSBA itself and to not allow it to be made to district families. Ms. McAvoy will revise the proposed sponsorship agreement and resubmit it for board review.  It was moved that the board approve this sponsorship plan in concept, seconded and approved.
6. Venue(s) for Future Meetings –  Area 1 Rep Lory Lawson updated the board on potential meeting sites which included two private dining rooms (Burlingame) and a facility at the San Mateo County Community College District.  The board discussed potential topics and speakers for meetings this year, which included Teacher of the Year Rafael Kaufman (Carlmont High School), district superintendents, Educate Our State update, K-16 articulation (Linda Darling Hammond), NCLB, movement towards electronic text books, 21st Century Learning, and responding to a Program Improvement designation.  Shelly Masur, Alan Sarver, Greg Land, and Karen Schwarz will work on a Plan B in case the joint meeting with the Santa Clara County School Boards Association falls through.   
7. Report from Area Reps on Outreach –  Area 4 Rep Alan Sarver reported on efforts to reach out to the board members within his area.  He has contacted all these board members and has been able to meet with most.  Topics raised include funding reductions and cost sharing ideas.  
8. Other Follow-Up Items from Retreat –  
a. Seth Rosenblatt has updated the website, including the news feed; he is working on adding credit card functionality for making event reservations.  He has also cancelled the Constant Contact contract and has ported the email over to Mail Chimp, which should be free given the low amount of emails we send.
b. Carrie DuBois is working on the New Board Member Orientation; Shelly Masur will assist.
c. The board discussed the need to fill the position of representative to the County Treasurer Oversight Committee.  It was suggested that this person be required to attend the meetings of this board.  Concerns were raised that the process of recruiting and filling this position be transparent.  Also, it is not certain whose responsibility it is to nominate for this position.
d. The Kent Awards are moving forward with Hilary Paulson as the chair, though she would like to have a co-chair.  Carrie Dubois will be working on a rubric for the Garfield Award.
Meeting adjourned at 6:40 p.m.
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